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Abstract: This talk starts off with a historical section showing that deep disagreements 
among notions of social and political justice are a characteristic feature of the history of 
political thought. Since no agreement or consensus on distributive justice is possible, I will 
argue that political philosophers should – instead of continuously proposing new 
normative theories of justice – focus on analyzing the reasons, significance, and 
consequences of such kind of disagreements. The next two sections are analytical. The first 
sketches some possible reasons for deep disagreements among notions of social and 
political justice. The second discusses the meta-ethical relevance of the lack of consensus 
on justice and rejects ethical realism and cognitivism based on the argument from deep 
disagreements.  


